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Disaster means a catastrophe, mishap, calamity or grave occurrence in 
any area, arising from natural or man made causes, or by accident or 
negligence, which results in substantial loss of life or human suffering or 
damage to, and destruction of, property, or damage to, or degradation 
of, environment, and is of such a nature or magnitude as to be beyond 
the coping capacity of the community of the affected area.

Disasters are events that cause widespread damage, destruction and 
human sufferings

Disasters can be both natural and man-made

It requires immediate, coordinated and effective response by  

government, community, voluntary and CORPORATE SECTOR 
ORGANISATIONS

DISASTERS



Disasters lead to

üLoss of life

üLoss of Property

üLoss of livelihood

üLoss of health and quality of life

üDeceleration in the Economy

üDepreciation in Domestic Currency

üGreater Indebtedness

üMajor setbacks to economic development

üMajor setbacks to social development

üSetback to community developmental efforts

IMPACT OF DISASTERS



PARADIGM SHIFT IN DISASTER 
MANAGEMENT

ÂDisaster Management Act 2005

ÂA Holistic and Comprehensive Approach

ÂInstitutional Mechanisms at National, State and 
Local level

ÂFocus on Prevention, Mitigation and 
Preparedness.



ROLE OF NDMA

Â Lay down guidelines to be followed by different Ministries 
and Departments of the Government of India for the purpose 
of integrating the measures for prevention of disaster or the 
mitigation of its effects in their development plans and 
projects;

Â Coordinate the enforcement and implementation of the 
policies and plans for disaster management;

Â Arrange for, and oversee, the provision of funds for 
mitigation measures, preparedness and response;

Â Provide such support to other countries affected by a major 
disaster as may be determined by the Central Government;


