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Disaster means a catastrophe, mishap, calamity or grave occurrence in 
any area, arising from natural or man made causes, or by accident or 
negligence, which results in substantial loss of life or human suffering or 
damage to, and destruction of, property, or damage to, or degradation 
of, environment, and is of such a nature or magnitude as to be beyond 
the coping capacity of the community of the affected area.

Disasters are events that cause widespread damage, destruction and 
human sufferings

Disasters can be both natural and man-made

It requires immediate, coordinated and effective response by  

government, community, voluntary and CORPORATE SECTOR 
ORGANISATIONS

DISASTERS



Disasters lead to

Loss of life

Loss of Property

Loss of livelihood

Loss of health and quality of life

Deceleration in the Economy

Depreciation in Domestic Currency

Greater Indebtedness

Major setbacks to economic development

Major setbacks to social development

Setback to community developmental efforts

IMPACT OF DISASTERS



PARADIGM SHIFT IN DISASTER 
MANAGEMENT

Disaster Management Act 2005

A Holistic and Comprehensive Approach

Institutional Mechanisms at National, State and 
Local level

Focus on Prevention, Mitigation and 
Preparedness.



ROLE OF NDMA

 Lay down guidelines to be followed by different Ministries 
and Departments of the Government of India for the purpose 
of integrating the measures for prevention of disaster or the 
mitigation of its effects in their development plans and 
projects;

 Coordinate the enforcement and implementation of the 
policies and plans for disaster management;

 Arrange for, and oversee, the provision of funds for 
mitigation measures, preparedness and response;

 Provide such support to other countries affected by a major 
disaster as may be determined by the Central Government;



 Lay down guidelines for the minimum standards of relief 
to be provided to persons affected by disaster;

 Give directions regarding relief in loan repayment or for 
grant of fresh loans on such concessional terms as may 
be appropriate in the; 

 Take such other measures for the prevention of disaster, 
of the mitigation of its effects, or for preparedness and 
capacity building for dealing with the threatening 
disaster situation or disaster as it may consider 
necessary.

ROLE OF NDMA



INCIDENT

DISASTER MAMANAGEMENT CONTINUUM
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Corporate sector has played a significant role in 
Relief, Recovery, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction

An enhanced, expanded, well defined and pro-
active role is expected from the Corporates in ALL
ASPECTS of the DISASTER MANAGEMENT CYCLE

CHANGING ROLE

Increased contribution of secondary and tertiary 
sectors to the GDP: expanded industrial and service 
sectors

Need for more effective on-site plan to enhance the 
efficacy of off-site plan



GUJARAT EARTHQUAKE

 Active participation of Corporate Sector in the immediate aftermath

 Debris removal and relief.

 Reconstruction and rehabilitation.

 Livelihood regeneration.

A new mechanism for public-private partnership

OTHER RECENT DISASTERS

 Significant role in Orissa supercyclone, Tsunami, Mumbai Flood and 
Surat Flood

ROLE OF CORPORATE SECTOR IN 
RECENT DISASTERS



CORPORATE BEST PRACTICES

In other Countries



Federal Emergency Management Agencyôs (FEMA) 

A catalyst and model for Public Private Partnership

Helps Communities to develop and implement measures to 
protect themselves from disasters

4 Phase Project

Building

Partnership

Assessing

Risks

Prioritize

Needs

Communicate 

With

Communities

Members:

Industry, Business, Infrastructure, Transportation, Utilities, 
Housing, Healthcare, Volunteers, Govt., Workforce, Education

óProject Impactô Initiative



APELL
Awareness and Preparedness for Emergencies 
at the Local Level

Launched by UNEP in 1988

Collaboration with chemical industry

Aims to prevent technological accidents

Focuses on Community Awareness

Integrated Emergency Plans



CNDR, Phillipines
Corporate Network for Disaster Response

Proactive programmes for Disaster Prevention,      
Mitigation and Preparedness (PMP)

Network of more than 50 Corporations, Corporate 
Foundations and Business Associations spanning the 
country

Launched in the wake of Luzon Earthquake in 1990

The Corporates felt the need for more coordinated and 
effective disaster response.

Later the approach focused on preparedness and 
mitigation

The CNDR project demonstrated the benefits of PMP programme;

The Municipality saved 9.5 billion Pesos in potential damage



CNDR has three objectives:

Å Facilitate mobilization and distribution of 
resources from  corporates to disaster 
affected communities,

Å To strengthen linkages with government and 
NGOõs undertaking disaster response 
programmes,

Å To advocate for disaster prevention, 
mitigation and preparedness among civil society, 
business and government.



NDMA recognises the Corporate sector as 
one of the key stakeholders

The NDMA envisages involvement of 
Corporate sector in awareness generation, 
disaster preparedness and mitigation 
planning through sensitisation, training 
and co-opting of the Corporate sector and 
their nodal bodies in planning process and 
response mechanism



STRENGTHS OF THE CORPORATE 
SECTORS

In addition to financial resources, Corporate sector can 
contribute significantly to, 

 Introduction of new ideas, technology and innovative 
approach

 Management skill

 Equipment/resource inventory

 Risk transfer mechanism (e.g. insurance products)

 Flexibility and speed of implementation.



To Conclude ...

Corporate sector has the 
potential of assisting both  

the business/industrial community 
in protecting itself

and the community at large in 
increasing its resilience to 
disasters



Thanks 


