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INTRODUCTION

ÂEven though the issues are similar, the 
focus of this presentation is on the White 
Volta.

ÂThe communities within the Volta Basin 
depend heavily on the river system for 
their livelihood.

Â It is expected that water resources 
management issues within the basin, 
should consider the impacts on the 
communities. 



MAP OF THE VOLTA BASIN



MYTH OF ABUNDANCE

Less value is placed on water as most 
people believe that on can always get it 
when it is needed

ÂHigh variability in the amount of
available water within the year and
over several years .

ÂThe mean dry season flow in the White 
Volta is between 6% and 11% of the 
mean wet season and annual flow.

ÂPer capita availability of water is 
decreasing within the basin due to 
population growth.



POLLUTION AND SILTATION

Â Disposal of inadequately treated or 
untreated human and solid waste 
on land, in shallow pits and in some 
cases, directly into streams.

Â Poor handling and use of 
agrochemicals. Water Research 
Institute



Poor practices



Leaching of soil nutrients due to 

deforestation and bushfires


