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Expert Workshop: 
Achieving carbon offsets through mangroves and other wetlands 

 
9-11 November 2009  

IUCN/Ramsar Headquarters, Rue Mauverney 28, 1196 Gland, Switzerland 
 
 

Programme 
 

Sunday 8 November 
 
Arrival 
 

Monday 9 November, Morning Session (0900-1300 h) 
 
0815-0900 h: Registration 
 
Plenary Session (Chair: Nick Davidson, Ramsar Deputy Secretary General) 
 
0900 h: 1. Opening & Welcome 

 welcoming statements & introduction to DFN: Danone, Ramsar Secretariat, Ramsar STRP, IUCN 
 
0930 h: 2. Purpose, process and expected outcomes from the workshop (Ramsar DSG) 
 
0945 h: 3. Keynotes (25 minutes each) 

 Integrating ecosystem credits into the global carbon markets (Laura Meadors, Laura Meadors Consulting) 

 Opportunities and challenges for wetlands in carbon markets (Eveline Trines, Silvestrum) 

 Wetlands and REDD (Pieter van Eijk, Wetlands International) 
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1115-1215 h: 4. Setting the scene: Presentations (10 minutes each) by members of the DFN Expert Panel outlining components of a DFN project and 
identifying critical guiding questions on key issues and gaps to be considered by the parallel working group sessions: 

 wetland and mangrove restoration (Kevin Erwin) 

 community co-benefits from “wet carbon” projects (Lucy Emerton) 

 measuring and monitoring carbon in wetland restorations (Colin Lloyd) 

 lessons from the DFN Senegal pilot project: 
i. monitoring mangrove ecosystem restoration (Remi Gouin, IUCN France) 

ii. measuring and monitoring carbon for a mangrove offset (Laurent Valiergue) 
 
1215-1230 h: 5. Briefing on draft ‘wetcarbon’ guidance documents for workshop review (Frank Vorhies) 
 
1230-1300 h: 6. Establishment and briefing of the parallel working groups 
 

 Working Group 1: How to establish a large-scale carbon offset certification methodology for mangroves for 2010 

 Working Group 2: Review and elaboration of the DFN restoration project guidance documentation for carbon projects 

 Working Group 3: Identification of the current and future opportunities for developing and achieving wetland carbon offsets 
 
1300-1400 h: Lunch 
 

Monday 9 November, Afternoon Session (1400-1800h) 
 
Parallel working groups (1st session) (See Annex for working group terms of reference and tasks) 
 
1830-2000 h: welcome reception and buffet dinner, IUCN/Ramsar headquarters 
 

Tuesday 10 November, Morning Session (0900-1300h) 
 
Plenary (Chair: Heather MacKay, STRP Chairperson) 
 
7. Working group progress reports: 

 progress and key questions remaining 
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 exchange of contributions between groups  - i.e. identifying conclusions from each group useful for others 
 
Parallel working groups (2nd session) 
 
1300-1400 h: Lunch 
 
Tuesday 10 November, Afternoon Session (1400-1800h) 
 
Parallel working groups (3rd session) 
 
Plenary 
 
8. Working group progress reports: 

 draft findings and recommendations from each group 
 
Wednesday 11 November, Morning Session (0900-1300 h) 
 
Parallel working groups (4th session) 
 
Finalisation of working group reports and recommendations 
 
Plenary (Chair: Heather MacKay, STRP Chairperson) 
 
9. Final working group presentations: 

 findings and recommendations 

 action plan for each working group topic 
 
10. Close of the workshop 
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Annex.  Parallel Working Groups: Terms of Reference 
 

 Group 1 
How to establish a large scale carbon offset 
certification methodology for mangroves for 
2010 

Group 2 
Elaboration of the DFN restoration project 
guidance documentation for carbon 
projects 
 

Group 3 
Identification of the current and future 
opportunities for developing and achieving 
wetland carbon offsets 
 

 Co-leads: Josh Bishop (IUCN) & Rebecca 
D’Cruz (STRP Vice-Chair); Rapporteur: Elodie 
Chene (IUCN)  

Co-leads: Frank Vorhies (DFN co-ordinator) 
& Royal Gardner (STRP expert);  
Rapporteur: Nathalie Rizzotti (Ramsar 
Secretariat) 

Co-leads: Mark Smith (IUCN) & Nick Davidson 
(Ramsar Secretariat); Rapporteur: Monica Zavagli 
(Ramsar Secretariat) 

Objectives 1.1. Review scientific requirements restoring 
mangroves, and for measuring C sequestration 
in mangroves for each component (aerial, 
vegetal, trees, soil, and export?) 
1.2. Identify  remaining components of 
certification methodology to be developed, 
contrasting VCS and CDM  
1.3. Identify gaps between what is known and 
what is needed 
1.4. Create a roadmap for developing an offset 
standard for mangroves (with VCS and CDM 
branches) 

2.1 Review of existing restoration guidance 
documentation 
2.2 Review DFN draft project standards, 
including: wetland restoration, C accounting, 
community benefits 
2.3 Review of DFN technical specifications 
and proposal guidance 
2.4 Recommend revisions and identify 
process and knowledge gaps 
2.5 Create a roadmap for filling gaps and 
document finalisation 
 

3.1 Review of state of the art knowledge of C 
sequestration in various wetland systems: e.g. 
mangroves, peatlands, flooded forests, salt 
marshes 
3.2 Identify barriers to development for wetland 
carbon projects: i.e. what is preventing 
development of carbon markets for wetland 
restoration/protection actions?  
3.3 Identify what are the success keys for involving 
local communities and achieving community co-
benefits?  
3.4 Identify other wetland and carbon offset 
initiatives and programmes underway and under 
development. 
3.5 Assess and recommend mechanism for 
achieving maintenance of wetland carbon stores by 
avoided wetland degradation. 
3.6 Recommend actions to develop markets for 
wetland C offsets, including prioritization according 
to which options are most feasible and cost-
effective. 
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Process  invited presentations covering objectives 
1.1 and 1.2. 

 facilitated discussion to update 
information and establish baseline of what 
is known 

 facilitated discussion to identify gaps in 
knowledge 

 conclusion: roadmap to fill knowledge and 
process gaps and to have methodology 
approved. 

 

 presentation of framework for guidance 
and stepwise review of content 

 facilitated discussion of process and 
knowledge gaps 

 agreement of recommendations and 
action planning for guidance finalisation 

 facilitated discussions on: 

 3.1, 3.2 & 3.3 

 3.4, including review of implications of REDD 
and UNFCCC CoP15 for ‘wet carbon’ options 

 Identification of recommendations on 
necessary conditions for maintaining carbon 
stores in wetlands through ‘avoided wetland 
degradation’ (3.5) 

 prioritization and recommended actions for (i) 
general market development and (ii) DFN. (3.6) 

Outputs  Methodology for a) baseline 
establishment, and b) measuring and 
monitoring carbon during restoration for 
mangroves 

 Action plan for achieving methodology 
approval for mangroves 

 Roadmap for approval of certification 
methodology with available knowledge 
and gaps compiled for each component. 

 Publication on scientific facts already 
agreed 

 Listing of key issues to be considered in 
delivering a successful wet carbon 
restoration 

 Recommended amendments to guidance 
documentation 

 Compilation of knowledge and process 
gaps 

 Action plan for finalizing validated 
‘wetcarbon’ project guidance 
documentation 

 Compilation of options for C capture through 
wetland restoration/protection, including 
prioritization of opportunities according to 
feasibility and cost effectiveness 

 Compilation of current and upcoming wetland 
and carbon offset initiatives 

 Action plan for wet carbon market 
development 

 Summary of conditions for maintaining wetland 
carbon  stores through avoided degradation 

Group 
composition 

 Mangrove experts 

 C sequestration experts 

 Standards and certification experts 

 DFN Expert Panel members 

Small group: 

 Experts in carbon credit projects and 
their data needs 

 Experts in wetland restoration project 
development and implementation 

 

Experts on: 

  wetland restoration  

 wetland economics  

 carbon dynamics in different  wetland systems 

 REDD  

 carbon markets (CDM and VCS) 

 


